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(the banner), the members of which are completely at the
disposal of the Gestapo.

Dr Frick, the German Minister of the Interior, issued
a decree empowering Protector Neurath to intervene in
the organisation of societies in Bohemia and Moravia.
He is entitled to dismiss or appoint officers for them,
or to amalgamate two or more societies, as he thinks
fit. These arrangements will apply also to the co-operative
societies.

In addition, the German authorities have just issued
orders that in all industrial concerns in the territory of
the Protectorate the number of German employees
receiving appointments must outnumber the Czechs
in the proportion of four to one, and that all Czech Banks
must call a general meeting at the earliest possible date for
the purpose of replacing members of the administrative
board and managing committee by Germans.

The Landed Property Office of the Czech Government
now contains sixty German officials. The Czech officials
who were previously in charge were imprisoned and
treated with a brutality which must be revolting to any
normal person. They were not even allowed to change their
blood-stained linen after ill-treatment.

The Germans have introduced similar humanitarian
standards at Kladno where, as a sequel to the murder of
a German policeman by another German, there have been
wholesale arrests of Czech citizens. Among those im-
prisoned was M. Pavel, the Mayor of Kladno, who was
beaten to death by the Gestapo and then thrown into
die castle moat to give the impression that he had com-